ol i doxo
Mohammad Haneef Atmar
(@MHaneefAtmar

mh.atmar@gmail.com

MY TAKE ON THE ARREST OF THE SUSPECT OF TERROR
Published on X, 7 March 2025

We all seek justice for both the Afghan and American victims of that heinous act of terror. The Afghan
people will especially welcome any measures that bring all terrorists to justice without distinction, along
with those who nurtured and enabled them for their own security and economic interests.

Regardless of the true identity of the suspect, Mohammad Sharifullah, and his role in that brutal act of
savagery, and the timing of the operation and the announcement, significant questions must be addressed
amid the ongoing euphoria in certain circles in both Washington and Islamabad.

Firstly, the suspect was reportedly arrested in Pakistan, not Afghanistan, as the Pakistani intelligence
agency likely did not have cooperation from the Taliban for this. It's important to understand the
narrative from the Pakistani establishment regarding why leaders and operatives of such terrorist
networks, including Osama bin Laden, have managed to find sanctuary in Pakistan—sometimes even in
cities and close to military bases. Is this due to the failure of the Pakistani army, actions by the so-called
"rogue elements," or the pursuit of a deliberate state policy?

Secondly, there is consensus among UN monitors and the foreign intelligence and diplomatic
community that the Taliban have allowed their foreign allies, from the region and beyond, to find
sanctuaries in Afghanistan. However, these bodies also report, sometimes with admiration, on the
Taliban’s ongoing campaign against ISIS-K. In this context, the Taliban have recently started accusing
Pakistan of allowing ISIS-K to use sanctuaries and military training facilities within Pakistan—which
the Taliban know very well from experience—to launch attacks inside Afghanistan. Are we witnessing a
new chapter in the use of violent proxies in the region, i.e., Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) against
Pakistan and ISIS-K against Afghanistan?

Finally, the Trump administration has acknowledged Pakistan's role in arresting the suspect and
supporting U.S. counter-terrorism efforts in the region. Additionally, Pakistan has encouraged the U.S.
to reclaim its weapons from the Taliban.

However, there are individuals within the Trump administration, including senior figures like U.S.
National Security Advisor @michaelgwaltz, who have served and gained extensive experience in
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Afghanistan over the past two decades. Is there anyone among them who truly believes that the Taliban
could have survived and come to power after two decades of joint U.S.-NATO and Afghan counter-
terrorism efforts without their sanctuaries and support bases in Pakistan? Is there any one in Pakistan
willing to take any responsibility for the training, weapons and sanctuary that the Taliban received over
these years in and from Pakistan? Will there ever be accountability for these actions?

It is perplexing to observe that such knowledge and experience seem absent from the current U.S. policy
assertions, and that the Pakistani army can continue with the duplicity of employing terrorism while
simultaneously assisting with “counter-terrorism”.
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