National Discourse on Afghanistan Sl 6y o Oluilzsls

International day of defense lawyers (at risk) and the position of
Afghanistan's national discourse

Date: January 24, 2023

Defense lawyers in some countries of the world are exposed to all kinds of risks
due to their profession, including harassment, legal prosecution, arbitrary
arrest, threats, torture and death of the rulers of their respective countries and
sometimes even such risks abroad. Shan threatens them too.

After the murder of four Spanish lawyers by neo-fascists on January 24, 1977,
this day was named to remind countries of their responsibility for the personal
and professional safety of lawyers.

Every year, on this day, lawyers around the world discuss and examine the
dangers threatening the legal profession in specialized meetings and identify
lawyers at risk, and accordingly, international organizations have been trying
since 2010 to investigate one of the countries where lawyers Defenders in that
country experience the highest level of risk, focus on that country.

Two United Nations special rapporteurs, Richard Bennett, the special
rapporteur for human rights in Afghanistan, and Margaret Satterthwaite, the
special rapporteur for the independence of judges and advocates in Geneva,
Switzerland, believe that judges and advocates in Afghanistan are facing
serious risks and are forced to follow The judicial system is Taliban and they
need immediate international support.

The Taliban have dismantled Afghanistan's previous judicial and legal system,
and according to these two UN experts, the new judicial system "clearly
violates international standards." Unfortunately, the courts and prosecutor's
offices are in a sort of limbo between the decisions of the judicial system of the
previous government and the Sharia principles established by the Taliban,
which has caused serious problems.

Afghanistan's national discourse, as an intellectual process and protection of
civil rights, has welcomed the difficult situation of defense lawyers in danger



and demands serious and immediate international support for such defense
lawyers in danger, as well as prosecutors and judges.

The national discourse of Afghanistan is sure that the Taliban government can
overcome the difficulties and the dangers to the freedom and The life of
defense lawyers, prosecutors and judges is to end.

with respect

Coherence and Coordination Council

The national discourse of Afghanistan
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